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various prices, and that there are sixty-eight to be sold which
are so defective and broken that we think they have been badly
handled. Thus we certify it to you from this factory, on 16
October 1518.

Francisco de Mesquita

39. KING MANUEL TO ANTONIO PORTO CARREIRO, CAPTAIN
OF ARGUIM. 2 DECEMBER 1518'.
To Antonyo Porto Carreiro. We the king send you greetings.
We are now commanding Duarte Borges, who is going at
present as captain in this ship which we are sending to Myna,
to make for that factory so that you may deliver to him forty or
fifty head of slaves in order to transport and deliver them to our
factor of the said Myna. Wherefore we recommend and com-
mand you to deliver to the said Duarte Borges, or to any other
person who goes as captain of the said ship, the said slaves.
You shall take his receipt for them until you are given another
formally from the said factor of Myna. Moreover, we command
you henceforward to send to the factor in all ships the slaves for
which our officers of the Casa da Myna write to you. Whatever
they ask of you by their letters you shall do, as if the letters
were ours, because this is our wish, and for this we shall thank
you; and you are to provide every favour, aid and quick des-
patch, which may be necessary, as, we are confident you will.
Written in Almeyrym, on 2 December 1518. Manuel de Moura
made this,
The said slaves, which you are thus to deliver to him, are to
be all males, or as many of them as possible. If there can be
seventy head, you shall deliver this number to him, and they are
to be the best to be had there, and they are to be neither boys
nor old men but the best youths available2.
The king
To the captain of Arguym about the slaves for Myna.
1 Torre do Tombo, Corpo chronologico, pt. 2, ma9o 79, no. 25. Trans-
lated. Printed for the first time. I am indebted to Mr. J. T. Furley for draw-
ing my attention to this document.
a Duarte Borjes would need this special authority to call at Arguim for
the slaves. Clauses in the royal ordinances strictly forbade the captains of